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Usages preposition in Arabic sentences correctly has been always an issue for 
non-native Arabic speakers. Even advanced learners of Arabic find prepositions 
difficult, as a 1:1 translation is usually not possible. One preposition in your native 
language might have several translations depending on the situation. This guide is a 
participation to help learning when and which one to use in Arabic language. 

For each preposition, you'll find a table of most usages and plenty of 
examples. Some verbs in Arabic always come with specific preposition (s). That's 
why, reading a lot and looking them up in a dictionary can be very helpful. 

I looked in different references and dictionaries to came up with simple way 
to deliver these information. I also used online Oxford dictionary to make 
comparison between Arabic and English prepositions. There are translation for all 
Arabic examples to help learners clear any confusing that might be in this area. 

As you had notice, this edition is just a trail. You can use it for any education 
purposes for yourself and for others (if you're a teacher) but not for commercial 
usages . 

We're in EVERYDAY-ARABIC commit to service Arabic language by fun and 
new ideas. Have a visit to the website. We'll be pleasant to have you there. 


http://everyday-arabic.com 


If you find any mistake in this guide, or have suggestions that can 
help developing this guide for future editions, please reach us via: 


us@everyday-arabic.com 
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j->JI ^3 y>- 1 

Jlio 

Ji 

Preposition usages 

Example 

Translating 

[1] To mark the 
beginning of place 

ji 6- id 

♦♦ 

Zayd walks from home 
to the school 

[2] To mark the 
beginning of period of 
time 

o ZzQi ji r iffCJi J* 1»3 {J s^ 

♦♦ 

Zayd walks from 3 
o'clock to the 5 o'clock 


' M * 0 " " 

i>9 Vj*" 

Zayd drank from the 


(In this example Zayd didn't drink 

juice 


the whole juice) 


[3] To get few out of 

51 n a c 


whole 

r Ukll to JoIaJI J5L 

Zayd eats a little of food 


JUi (> iLj, \Z\ ilC 'i 

W' ^ ♦♦ ♦♦ ^ ^ ♦♦ 

Zayd doesn't have any 
money 

[4] To compare - must 
come after 
comparative verb: 

( i j-asi Jabl) 

jy & Jjbl yj 

Zayd is taller than Noor 


3jl=u*b (>a lil 

I'm from Palatine 


0 " t , " ^ ♦♦ j ♦ \ 

dujul (\o < U >3 LI 

^ ♦♦ * w ^ ♦ ♦♦ 

I'm close to home 

[5] Indicating the 



source or provenance 

of someone or 

Ha jj&L£ 

Watch sunrise from 

here 

something 

jjj L-? 1 lia 

This book is from Zayd 


l^L_ lo v JuAAJ ^ 

Don't be angry with her 

[6] To show what 
something is made of 

i ui->Jl (\o Cjlu 

^ 4 w ♦♦ + 

A house out of wood 

or consist of 

J, * * ^ 

(Jj*A33 (J-? 9^* 

This is a novel in three 
parts 
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j-> Jl ^3 y>- cij^LaIL^I 

Jllo 


Preposition usages 

Example 

Translating 

[1] To mark the ending 
of place 

^ ****&**. © ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^ c ^ ♦♦ * w ^ ♦♦ ^ j ^ ^ ♦♦ 

♦♦ 

Zayd walks from home 
to the school 

[2] To mark the ending 
of period of time 

0 iillll Jl r idlJI Jj 4*3 

♦♦ 

Zayd walks from 3 
o'clock to the 5 o'clock 

[3] Indicating the 
source or provenance 
when comparing - must 
come after 

Jl ^1^1 ^1 BJljSJI 

♦♦ 

Reading is the most 
favorite hobbies to 
myself 

comparative verb: 

( Jol>I — 1 j-asi J 'dal) 

n 0 ^ JL 

0 ' H ^ ^ ? ♦♦ ^ t i 

<Ji*t J! vyl 
♦♦ 

School is closer to my 
home 

[4] Before the question 

ii ?n 

Oil 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Z' ^ ^ A 

oJ eJi 

<z- 

(You can also say: 

(To) where will Zayd go? 


^ JL ^ ^ c 

Jjj (Oil) 


[5] In the phrase 

Jl" 

frUiii Jj cjJi JoJjL 

I'll take off now, see you 

later 

[6] In the sense of until 
- It comes before 

r J 6 I J| l^U ^1 ^ 

The mother sang the 

+ (jl 

** 

35 C 

You can use instead of (jl Jl 

s' 

baby to sleep 
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j-> Jl cJ 

Jlio 

^ ^ 0 ^ 4 j 

Preposition usages 

Example 

Translating 

[1] In a position touching 
a surface 

L5UJI 

The picture is on the 
wall 

[2] To move 

something/somebody to 
the top of something 

. AAA., A ^ A ^ ^ A . 17* ® J* a-* ^ 

iJjUaJl c-jllSJl Jjj 

Zayd puts the book on 
the table 

[3] To move 

something/somebody OFF 
the top of something 

& 

4jjU=ji jii ;> ijiisji lL 

C&o must comes before f Js) 

The book fell off the 

table 

[4] To show the reason for 

<tJUe ^ jj$j| ju i j toff 

Zayd awarded the child 
for his work 

award or punish 

jJ^ji "45 viic 

Zayd punished the child 
for his work 


sjkijii iJIji 

The student has to 
study 

[5] In the meaning of has 
to/have to 

jIj^I j j>j 

Zayd has to fix dinner 


♦♦ 

It's ok, don't mention it 

[6] In the meaning of had 
to 

5>lil iJlil J* 0* 

The student had to 
study 

[7] In the sense of even 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 4 9> 

dLLLi-l 

1 like you even you do 
mistakes 

[8] In the phrase 
"^11 Ji" 

•Hj ^ 

Zayd came on time 

[9] To read a ratio 

K 

5 

— = five by seven 

7 

[10] To show somebody's 
attitude or reaction to 
something 

♦♦ 

This music isn't to my 
taste 



http:// everyday-arabic.com 






j-> Jl cJ 

Jlio 


Preposition usages 

Example 

Translating 


j sfc 

x ♦♦ 

a country in Africa 

[1] At a point within an 
area or a space 

£j&JI J> 05 &. Jli^l 

tl !'• ' • f 

£jJI Ija ^ y> 

The kids were playing in 
the street 

It's in that drawer 


CUluJI Jj\ 

♦♦ 

Zayd at home 

[2] In movement into a 
closed space 

^ Jl 

^ OjSjI jjj 

Zayd put the ball into 
the box 

[3] during a period of time 



months / seasons 

luji! 

X ^ ♦♦ 

in April 

time of day 

C&l J 

in morning 


jil J 

♦♦ 

at night 

year 

^ J 

I ♦♦ 

in 1998 

weekend 

^ J 

at the weekend 

telling the time 

IwjCji liiln j 

♦♦ 

at half past six 

[4] To show a state or 
condition 

(jLi- 1 ^3 (Jj-lil 

^ ♦♦ 

The house is in good 
repair 

[5] To show somebody's 
job or profession 

y^ju 6 }\ Jl>vo ^ ^ 

^ ♦♦ ♦♦ 

She's in computers. 

[6] In the sense of 
unpleasant and unkind 
talk about somebody who 
is not present 

. ♦ ■fi 0 - - 5 s - - 

dLi JL» J d>jL>o 
♦♦ ^ ♦♦ ^ 

Zayd said bad things 
about you 

[7] In reading multiply 
equation 

^ : 2x3 = 6 

♦♦ 

2 X 3 = 6 : 2 multiplies 
by 3 equal 6 
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j-> Jl cJ 

Jlio 


Preposition usages 

Example 

Translating 

[1] Talking about 
something or someone 

^_JjJiII ij£- jjjl 1 

The manager talked 
about the project 


^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ o 

CJ juJI AP J-> \ J-*juI 

w ♦♦ ^ ^ 

Zayd walked away from 
home 



Zayd took the book of 
the table 

[2] To show 
something/someone is 
moving a distance from 
somebody/something 

^ & 

9j-?l»JI 6^ -V.j 

Zayd let down the prize 


£ o ^ © 

♦♦ 

Stay away from me 


0 - JiSi 

J«jJI j3-Ulw 

You'll be late from work 

[3] In the sense of doing 
something on behalf of 

Jjj <jP SjjI>JI cjJj3 

1 accepted the reward 
on behalf of Zayd 

someone 

o ^ o ^ >1 o - c 

■*0 6^ 

1 answered on behalf of 
Zayd 

[4] To distinguish 

tS iJl 6* ^Ulll ij-iil Ul 
♦♦ ^ 

1 prefer swimming to 
walking 

between two people or 
things 

o* aiski ijui^ji iajji ji 

Is Portuguese very 


^ • £ 

different from Spanish? 
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jj»Jl dj'ilwClwl 

Preposition usages 

Jlio 

Example 

Translating 

[1] Up to the point in time 
or the event mentioned 

5>SJI 

Zayd run to the tree 

y 

0 ^ •»" A ^ 

Zayd slept until the 


1 -Hj j*'-' 

afternoon 





J> Jl i_3 j>- Cj^I 


^ 0 0 
♦♦ 




Preposition usages Example Translating 

[1] To describe 
somebody/something 
appearing to be 
somebody/something else 


f 




Your skin is soft as a silk 


[2] To describe the fact 
that 

somebody/something has 
a particular job or 
function 



He treats me as a friend 


(wlSJl I JJS J I dlj£-a-i 



You can use that glass 
as a vase 



The news came as a 
shock 



4 of . s 

Ju w / 


j^>JI t_s y>- 

Preposition usages 

Jli. 

Example 

Translating 


^ o ^ % Of OjC o'' 

OJJty. Jla |»jl |J 

1 didn't sleep for two 

[1] from a time in the past 
until a later past time, or 

days 

until now 

^ of f ^ c o" 

.Uo Ojl |J 

1 haven't seen him in 

years 
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j-> Jl 

Jl!* 


Preposition usages 

Example 

Translating 


'' . . 9 o ^ 9 - 

alHJb V ajlS-j 

r * ♦ ♦♦ 

Zayd wrote with the pen 


- 9 ° ^ oc 

OJju CJulmiloI 

1 took him by the hand 

[1] To show 
something/somebody 
that are 

used/touched/carried. .etc 

5 LJj jAJ U Jj jj 

JoaJI jjj f»Lw 

Zayd paints with brush 

Zayd sleeps with work 
clothes 

to do specific work 

Jl 

* ^ «, ^ ^ £ 0 ^ ^ c 

4^> L -3 J-) \ i jju^ 1 

Zayd was hit by a stone 
in his head 


jaIju ^ 

Zayd is thinking about 
making a travel 


..■> <* »- ,r. 

(*ls 

Zayd went in a trip 


$ ^ 

u-i M 3 J"° 

Zayd passed by me 

[2] past 

♦♦ 


somebody/something 

♦♦ ^ ♦♦ ^ ^ ♦♦ ♦ 

♦♦ 

My home is beside the 
pharmacy 


Jl 

Jl Jl £ 

Jjj-' 

with all my pleasure 


4*C (>a jjj ,^ul 

Zayd finished his job 
quickly 


o ^ c ^ ^ Jl Jl ^ ^ ^ o 

Sj^Lo* 

Zayd finished without 
anyone helping 

[3] To show the way in 

JUL^ / LSbJj Ju \ 

Zayd's swimming is 
good 

which somebody does 



something 

HO. , » ^ 0 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

43Mk) Jl>\ djJJKl) 

^ ♦♦ 

Zayd speaks fluently 


Jl 0 

0 •"■ ^ 0 ^ i 

> Jjj Jju 

Zayd eats quietly 


IkkjL lla. 

*- 

1 did it by mistake 


^ 0 Jl Jl Jl° ^ ^ 

♦♦ ♦ ^ A | ^ ^ 4 ^ j ♦♦ 

4.3 J^aJ u 4 jLuL3 

^ #- ♦ 

1 met him by chance 
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[4] Used when swearing 
to mean 'in the name of 

<d)L> 

♦♦ ♦ 

Do you swear? 


J jU j uj jJ* 

** 

Zayd felt pain 

[5] To show feeling 

bjt***Jb 1 Ul 

1 feel happy 


" . * * ' . -C 

dJU bl 

I'm proud of you 


- o ^ ■fi - Si ^ o ^ 

Zayd cares about his 
wife 

[6] To show caring 

4 J J-5 \ . 

^ ^ tr (J ♦♦ 

Zayd takes care of his 
horse 


** 

4jljl > Clujjl f b 


[7] To show things that 


Zayd sold the house 

are combined 

This expression is used in 

with its furniture 


slang as: 



^b OxuJl Jjj fb) 


[8] To show the period or 
quantity used for buying, 


He sold the house with 

10 thousands 

selling or measuring 
something 

jjLoJl (>>b 

We sell it by the meter 

[9] To show who or what 
does, creates or causes 

bJ^kbj C^lll flL, 

On behalf of the 
company, we thank you 

something 

x-fLuaJt Juj Ji i >liSJl lift 

This book was written 
by Zayd Al-Sayeg 

[10] To show how or in 
what way something is 

OjL^JL. ibi Sjjj 

A country rich in 
minerals 

done 

5-UJLj ^liol 

A pool was filled by 
water 
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The usages when it comes before a NOUN 


j-> Jl cJ 

Jlio 

s' 


Preposition usages 

Example 

Translating 

[1] To show who is 

? ♦ 

s' 

This book is belong to 
Zayd 

intended to have or use 
something or where 
something is intended to 

— 53 s 0 s -fl 0 s 

^3 A -^3 

Zayd gave a gift to her 
wife 

be put 

Q _ _ 



A- ^ 

♦♦ 

This book is mine 

[2] To show a reason or 

dLJJ V JUlLl- 

tt s' + ++ S' S' 

1 forgave you for your 
kind heart 

cause 

^ ^ ^ $ 9 s' s' s' ^ 

S' 1 G JJ 1 S* 1 yJd— I J-) \ C A ft J 

Zayd went to buy a 
medicine 


S \ llsuiL 4jlu 1 

^ tr ^ 

Be careful with the 

[3] To show the person or 
thing that is affected by 

eyeglass 


an action 

^si) CIjJ.^3 IjU 

s' 

What have you done to 
your hair? 


! U 

How beauty ! 

[4] In the sense of wonder 

! l; 

How strange ! 

[5] To obtain something 

^ ^ 0 ^ 

s' 

For more information, 
call us 

[6] To show the occasion 
or time when something 

LJlUl sb-J oU. Jil 

^ ^ ^y ^y ^ 

1 lost for the second 

time 

happens 

bl 5SMD LupL 

I'm going away for three 

days 

[7] To show a relationship 
between one person or 

e_,QL) r liill 

The key to the door 

thing and another 

4j£bi 5^)1 

The solution to this 
problem 
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J 

s 

The usages when it comes before a PRESENT VERB 



j-> Jl ^3 y>- ci^LaIL*#! 

Preposition usages 

Jlio 

Example 

Translating 

[1] To make a command 

jpLuJ 


Note that: 


Help other people 

- you can alter 
"preposition + verb" with 



command verb) 

dUUi J5UJ 


- the verb has SUKOON 

(dUbi =) 

Eat your food 

[2] To show a purpose or 

a reason 


Study to be succeed 

Note that: the verb has 



FATHA 

a1*JU 4-wUj J-o— 1 1 ^Jl CJUL&J 

1 went school to learn 
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Visit: 
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If you have any question about preposition, follow us on twitter 
and share with us your question or send us an email: 

https://twitter.com/everyday_arabic 

us@everyday-arabic.com 



http:// everyday-arabic.com 


